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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1965 

Council  Offices, 

PONTELAND, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  health  of  the  district 
for  1965. 


1965  was  my  first  year  as  M.O.H.  for  Castle  Ward  and  much  of  the 
time  was  spent  in  getting  to  know  the  district  and  its  problems.  In  this 
I was  ably  guided  by  Mr.  Strachan  and  to  him  and  all  the  members  of 
the  health  department  I am  truly  grateful.  The  chief  officers  of  other 
departments  of  the  Council  were  invariably  most  helpful.  Outside  I 
received  a great  deal  of  co-operation  from  Doctors  in  hospitals,  laboratory 
and  general  practice,  particularly  Dr.  Nicholson. 

Lastly,  I would  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the  friendly 
manner  in  which  I was  received,  for  their  interest  in  health  matters  and 
for  their  active  support  of  the  work  of  the  health  department. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  T.  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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PARTICULARS  OF  DISTRICT  : 

Area  in  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 

Number  of  habitable  houses  . . 

(including  228  not  separately  assessed) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

Rateable  value  . . 


82,846 

32,040 

9,677 

;^4,525 
..  ;^1, 113,337 


CHANGES  IN  POPULATION  : 


1951 

14,570 

1956 

17,470 

1961 

25,330 

1962 

26,590 

1963 

28,220 

1964 

29,310 

1965 

32,040 

Population 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  — 1965 


Numbers 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rates 

Total  Live  Births 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Comparability  factor . . 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  . . 

262 

229 

491 

15.32 

0.96 

14.71 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  . . 

Illegitimate  live  birth  rate  per  100 
live  births  . . 

9 

9 

18 

3.67 

Stillbirths 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live 
and  stillbirths 

5 

5 

10 

19.96 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  in  first  year). 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births 

1 

4 

5 

10.18 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths 

Nil 

Neonatal  Deaths  (Deaths  in  the  first 

4 weeks) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  births  . . 

1 

3 

4 

8.15 

Early  Neonatal  Deaths 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births 

1 

3 

4 

8.15 

Perinatal  Deaths  (Deaths  in  first 
week  plus  stillbirths) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths . . 

6 

8 

14 

27.94 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abor- 
tion) 

Nil 

Total  Deaths  . . 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  popul- 
ation 

250 

280 

530 

16.54 

Comparability  factor 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  . . 

0.62 

10.25 
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Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

0.25 

0.24 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 
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27.9 
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Mortality 
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8.2 
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Mortality 

Rate 

19.0 

16.1 

14.0 
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DEATHS 

The  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  is  set  out  on  pages  10  and 
1 1.  Of  the  530  deaths,  263  were  patients  in  long  stay  hospitals  or  Part  III 
accommodation.  A separate  table  has  been  prepared  for  cancer  deaths. 
This  was  prepared  from  local  statistics  and  varies  in  one  or  two  partic- 
ulars from  the  table  of  the  Registrar  General. 

CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 

One  death  at  five  months  was  from  asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of 
vomitus.  The  other  four  were  all  in  the  first  week.  One  was  ascribed  to 
prematurity,  one  to  haemolytic  disease  due  to  Rh  immunisation  and 
the  other  two  to  congenital  abnormalities,  one  multiple  and  one  anen- 
cephaly. 

CAUSES  OF  STILLBIRTHS 

Of  the  stillbirths  one  was  due  to  maternal  pyrexia,  one  to  eclampsia 
and  one  to  pyelonephritis  and  pre  eclamptic  toxaemia.  One  was  due  to 
Rh  immunisation,  two  to  placental  insufficiency  and  one  to  intra  partum 
asphyxia.  In  the  remaining  three  the  cause  of  the  stillbirth  was  not 
established. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause 

No.  of 
deaths 

% of 
total 

Cancer 

70 

13.2 

Vascular  lesions  of  central  nervous 

system 

170 

32.1 

Heart  disease  and  circulatory  disease  . . 

189 

35.8 

Respiratory  disease 

47 

8.9 

Other  disease 

37 

7.0 

Violence 

16 

3.0 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  : 


Site 

5 + 

15  + 

25  + 

35  + 

45  + 

55  + 

65  + 

75  + 

Total 

Tongue  . . 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Stomach  . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Liver 

M 

— 

F 

1 

1 

Pancreas  . 

M 

1 

1 

F 

2 

1 

3 

Colon 

M 

2 

1 

3 

F 

1 

2 

3 

Rectum.  . 

M 

1 

5 

6 

F 

3 

3 

Lung  . . 

M 

1 

4 

4 

3 

12 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Breast  . . 

M 



F 

3 

1 

1 

3 

8 

Uterus  . . 

F 

1 

2 

3 

Bladder 

M 

1 

3 

4 

F 

Prostate 

M 

4 

4 

Skin 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

Site 

M 

1 

1 

Unknown 

F 

1 

1 

Brain 

M 

1 

1 

Tumour 

F 

Sarcoma 

M 

1 

1 

2 

F 

1 

1 

Leukaemia 

M 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Total*: 

M 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

18 

36 

F 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

9 

7 

12 

34 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES  DURING  1965  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CASTLE  WARD 


10 


11 


Nil.  unless  otherwise  stated. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES,  1965 


New 

Cases 

Inward  Transfers 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Age  Periods 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1 

14 

— — 



— — 



5—14 

15—24 

25—34 

35—44 

45—54 

55—64 

— 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 



65—74 

75+.. 

Age  Unknown 

— 1 

1 — 





4 4 

2 — 

1 1 

1 



8 


2 


2 


STATEMENT  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1965 
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YEARLY  RETURN  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

1965 


Disease 

0—1 

1—4 

5—14 

15—44 

45—64 

Age 

unknown 

Total 

Measles  . . 

11 

252 

229 

6 

- 

1 

499 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

4 

9 

5 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Dysentery 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 

MEASLES 

The  outbreak  commencing  late  in  1964  reached  a peak  early  in 
1965.  The  number  of  cases  at  any  one  time  was  not  large  but  the  out- 
break was  more  prolonged  than  usual. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

In  recent  years  this  infection  has  been  very  mild,  the  rash  often 
disappearing  in  a matter  of  hours.  The  number  of  notifications  increased 
during  1965. 


DYSENTERY 

A severe  outbreak  due  to  Shigella  flexner  type  VI  occurred  in  an 
institution  for  the  mentally  subnormal.  This  outbreak  started  in  1964 
and  continued  until  June,  1965. 

Only  one  or  two  sporadic  cases  of  infection  due  to  Shigella  Sonnei 
occurred. 


SALMONELLA  INFECTIONS 

One  case  of  Salmonella  typhi  murium  infection  occurred  in  a ladv 
who  had  contracted  the  infection  abroad.  Her  husband  who  was  a food 
handler  was  asked  to  stay  off  work  for  ten  days  and  compensation  was 
paid  under  the  terms  of  Section  41  of  the  1961  Public  Health  Act. 

During  August  notification  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  that  Salmonella  typhi  murium  had  been  isolated  from  cattle 
on  four  farms.  These  farms  were  visited  and  in  three  instances  enquiry 
revealed  that  infection  had  spread  to  the  farmer’s  family.  Altogether 
about  twelve  persons  had  been  infected  presumably  with  this  organism. 
The  infected  cattle  were  all  imported  calves.  In  each  case  the  calves  had 
come  from  the  South  of  England  and  had  thus  spent  a long  time  in 
transit  and  had  been  through  at  least  one  market.  The  close  confinement 
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of  cattle  in  the  summer  months  of  course  makes  ideal  conditions  for  the 
spread  of  Salmonellae. 

Routine  swabbing.  A series  of  sewer  swabs  were  taken  from  the 
abattoir  and  the  chicken  factory  at  Ponteland.  Material  was  also  taken 
from  the  Council’s  sludge  disposal  tanker.  These  were  incubated  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  order  to  detect  organisms  of  the  Salmonella 
group. 


The  results  were  as  follows  : 


Date 

Abattoir 

18/6/65 

S.  dublin 

25/5/65 

Nil 

2/7/65 

Nil 

9/7/65 

Nil 

16/7/65 

Nil 

30/7/65 

Nil 

20/8/65 

Nil 

Sludge 

Chicken  Factory  Disposal  Tanker 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

S.  typhi  murium 
Phage  type  29 

Nil 

BRUCELLOSIS 

One  case  occurred  in  a farm  worker.  Milk  from  the  farm  concerned 
was  not  sold  to  the  public.  One  Cow  was  found  to  be  infected  with  Brucella 
abortus  and  was  disposed  of. 

In  another  instance  routine  sampling  of  milk  revealed  the  organism. 
The  farm  concerned  sold  a large  quantity  of  Jersey  milk  untreated  to 
the  public.  The  infected  animals  were  identified  and  segregated  so  that 
no  infected  milk  was  sold  untreated.  At  the  end  of  the  year  infection 
had  not  been  eliminated  from  the  herd  but  fortunately  the  farm  con- 
cerned had  three  byres  so  that  segregation  was  easy. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  : 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  are  given  according  to  the  following 


schedule  : — 
Visits  at 

Age 

Vaccine 

1 

3 months 

Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria,  tetanus  and 

2 

4 months 

Whooping  Cough)  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 
Triple  Antigen 

3 

5 months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

4 

7 months 

Oral  Poliomyelitis 

5 

1 — 2 years 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

6 

2 years 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

7 

4 — 5 years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

8 

8 — 10  years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus.  . 

9 

10 — 12  years 

B.C.G.  (to  those  negative  to  skin  test) 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  children  immunised  within 
the  district.  It  would  appear  that  a satisfactory  number  of  children  in 
the  first  two  years  of  life  are  being  immunised  against  diphtheria,  tetanus, 
whooping  cough  and  poliomyelitis.  The  situation  regarding  smallpox  is 
not  so  satisfactory.  When  considering  the  figures  for  older  children  it 
has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  some  schools  are  only  visited  for  immunis- 
ation at  two-yearly  intervals. 


Year  of 

Birti 

i 

Total 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1958- 

61 

1939- 

57 

Diphtheria  / Pertussis  / 
Tetanus  primary  course 
(including  a.  small  num- 
ber where  only  diph- 
theria / tetanus  was 
given)  

181 

211 

27 

7 

15 

441 

Tetanus  primary  course 
combined  with  Diph- 
theria reinforcing  dose . . 

5 

174 

179 

Diphtheria  / Pertussis  / 
Tetanus  reinforcing 
doses 

3 

250 

137 

175 

8 

573 

Diphtheria  / Tetanus  re- 
inforcing doses  (includ- 
ing a small  number 
where  tetanus  or  diph- 
theria only  was  given  . . 

13 

16 

372 

103 

504 

Poliomyelitis  primary 
course 

177 

234 

49 

27 

56 

41 

584 

Poliomyelitis  reinforcing 
doses 

3 

9 

9 

537 

104 

662 

Smallpox  primary  vac- 
cinations . . 

31 

105 

19 

4 

8 

3 

170 

Smallpox  re-vaccination  . . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

12 

B.C.G 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

83 

83 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 


In  1961  over  3,250  persons  in  the  district  were  of  pensionable  age. 
About  700  of  these  were  in  long  stay  hospitals  or  the  Thomas  Taylor 
Homes.  Of  the  remainder  360  lived  alone  and  a further  800  were  in  2 
person  households  of  whom  both  were  of  pensionable  age.  Since  1961  the 
population  of  the  district  has  increased  by  a quarter  and  the  numbers  of 
old  persons  will  have  increased  correspondingly. 

Generally  speaking  in  the  villages  with  a relatively  stable  com- 
munity the  old  people  manage  very  well.  Many  have  relatives  living 
nearby  or  are  helped  by  neighbours  whom  they  have  known  over  the 
years.  In  the  residential  parts  of  the  district  the  situation  is  not  so  good. 
Many  of  course  are  well  able  to  look  after  themselves.  Others  however 
have  moved  in  at  an  age  when  forming  new  friendships  is  difficult  and 
with  the  greater  mobility  of  population  some  of  these  are  cut  off  from 
relatives.  The  situation  is  at  its  worst  on  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate  where 
many  old  people  have  been  moved  away  from  familiar  surroundings, 
relatives  and  friends,  and  the  need  for  organised  community  services  is 
at  its  greatest  in  this  area.  The  main  official  sources  of  help  to  the  elderly 
are  the  National  Health  and  National  Insurance  Services,  and  the 
National  Assistance  Board.  It  has  been  thought  worthwhile  to  review 
other  services  to  the  elderly  both  statutory  and  voluntary. 

Housing 

Of  the  Council’s  1,244  houses,  174  are  flats  or  bungalows  suitable 
for  the  elderly.  In  future  a larger  proportion  of  council  house  building  is 
likely  to  be  houses  suitable  for  old  people.  As  well  as  helping  the  elderly 
this  also  helps  the  Council  as  in  many  instances  it  releases  larger  houses 
for  family  use. 

In  1954  the  Council  built  a number  of  bungalows  in  Brunswick 
Village  and  provided  a small  community  centre.  This  has  been  a great 
asset  to  the  development  of  social  services  for  the  elderly  and  the  centre 
now  has  a thriving  luncheon  club. 

At  Stamfordham  a number  of  houses  and  flats  suitable  for  the 
elderly  have  been  provided.  Some  of  these  have  been  fitted  with  an 
emergency  bell  which  rings  outside.  In  addition  the  Council  appointed 
Mrs.  E.  Alexander  as  warden  with  the  job  of  visiting  the  elderly  and 
helping  out  where  necessary. 

On  Newbiggin  Hall  estate  127  bungalows  have  been  specifically 
designed  for  the  elderly.  Most  of  these  are  fitted  with  bell  warning 
systems  and  the  remainder  are  being  fitted  in  the  near  future.  A number 
of  other  houses  and  flats  on  the  estate  are  occupied  by  elderly  people. 

Merton  Hall 

This  building  was  officially  opened  in  September,  1965.  It  was 
built  by  the  Council  as  a meeting  place  for  the  elderly.  It  occupies  a 
central  site  in  Ponteland  and  the  building  and  furnishings  are  of  a very 
high  standard.  Voluntary  workers  serve  tea  and  coffee  during  the  day 
and  any  elderly  person  can  drop  in.  Various  club  activities  are  held  on 
the  premises  and  it  may  be  possible  at  some  future  date  to  start  a luncheon 
club.  The  provision  of  premises  such  as  these  by  a District  Council  is  a 
big  forward  step  and  shows  the  way  for  other  Councils  to  make  a similar 
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effort.  Merton  Hall  is  likely  to  become  the  focal  point  of  all  voluntary 
activity  on  behalf  of  the  elderly  and  it  is  hoped  that  not  only  the  building 
but  also  the  scope  of  activities  can  be  held  out  as  an  example  for  other 
districts  to  follow. 

Health  and  Welfare 

Under  this  heading  can  be  grouped  all  the  services  administered  by 
the  County  Council.  The  Thomas  Taylor  Homes  with  accommodation 
for  390  elderly  people  are  situated  within  the  district. 

The  work  of  the  district  nurse  is  now  largely  concerned  with  the 
elderly  and  that  of  the  health  visitors  increasingly  so. 

The  County  Welfare  Officers  who  are  also  Mental  Health  Officers 
arrange  admission  to  old  peoples  homes  and  give  supervision  and  help 
to  a number  of  old  people  in  the  district.  In  a number  of  cases  temporary 
admission  to  hospital  or  Part  HI  accommodation  is  arranged  so  that 
relations  can  have  a holiday. 

The  home  help  service  is  now  largely  concerned  with  helping  old 
people  to  stay  in  their  own  homes.  In  Castle  Ward  38  home  helps  were 
employed  during  1965  and  182  cases  were  served,  130  of  these  cases  were 
elderly  people. 

Chiropody  clinics  are  held  at  Ponteland,  and  Westerhope.  Patients 
are  seen  by  appointment.  Se.ssions  are  also  held  at  Heddon  and  at  Hazle- 
rigg.  In  other  cases  the  chiropodists  visit  old  people  in  their  homes, 
especially  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  district. 

A larger  amount  of  equipment  is  issued  from  the  area  office  such  as 
wheelchairs,  walking  aids,  backrests,  rubber  sheeting  and  rings,  com- 
modes and  bed  pans.  This  is  a service  which  is  increasing  and  it  is  the 
elderly  who  make  most  use  of  it. 

Voluntary  Services 

Both  County  and  District  Council  are  empowered  to  give  financial 
help  to  voluntary  bodies  concerned  with  helping  the  elderly.  The  Castle 
Ward  District  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  has  a co-ordinative 
function  particularly  in  those  areas  where  other  committees  do  not  exist. 
The  Ponteland  and  Woolsington  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  have  a 
similar  function  and  have  been  active  in  developing  activities  within 
their  district.  Newbiggin  Hall  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  have  been 
especially  active  and  have  arranged  that  all  newcomers  to  the  estate  are 
visited. 

Luncheon  Clubs 

There  are  two  within  the  district,  one  at  Newbiggin  Hall  and  the 
other  at  Brunswick  Village.  As  well  as  providing  a meal  these  clubs  have 
a very  useful  social  function. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

The  only  place  within  the  district  with  a meals  on  wheels  service  is 
Newbiggin  Hall.  Approximately  20  meals  are  served  twice  weekly  to 
the  housebound  elderly. 
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Clubs 

There  are  8 over  60’s  clubs  in  the  district  at  ; 

Brunswick  Village, 

Dinnington, 

Dissington, 

Hazlerigg, 

Heddon, 

Newbiggin  Hall, 

Ponteland, 

Stamfordham. 

These  clubs  are  very  useful  in  arranging  social  functions,  in  some 
cases  arranging  a visiting  service  and  not  least  in  acting  as  a pressure 
group  to  voice  the  needs  of  the  elderly. 


Visiting 

In  spite  of  all  the  services  and  a great  amount  of  informal  visiting 
there  remain  quite  a number  of  very  lonely  old  people.  Some  form  of 
organised  visiting  service  with  a person  in  each  area  who  knows  all  the 
old  people  would  seem  to  be  desirable.  It  is  good  to  know  that  some  of 
the  voluntary  organisations  are  thinking  along  these  lines. 

Some  old  persons  will  try  to  find  the  various  services  for  themselves, 
others  get  the  information  from  booklets  like  that  recently  produced  by 
the  Ponteland  and  Woolsington  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee.  Others 
need  more  active  encouragement  and  well  informed  visitors  can  provide 
information  about  various  services  and  clubs.  These  visitors  can  also 
spot  where  old  persons  are  getting  into  difficulties  and  can  either  give 
help  themselves  or  arrange  for  it  to  be  provided. 


21 


SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  E.  Dimmack  for  the  map  on  pages  26  and  27 
and  for  the  description  of  the  Council’s  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
undertakings  that  follows.  Statistics  relating  to  sewers  are  given  on 

page  24. 

A.  In  the  South  Eastern  part  of  the  district  which  has  a population 
of  21,000,  sewage  passes  into  the  sewers  of  neighbouring  authorities  and 
thence  untreated  into  the  Tyne. 

(a)  Gosforth  Urban  District  Council 

865  houses  at  Brunton  Park  and  Melton  Park  discharge  sewage  to 
a sewer  belonging  to  the  Gosforth  U.D.C.  who  pass  it  to  the  Ouse- 
burn  Sewer  of  the  Newcastle  Corporation. 

(b)  Newburn  Urban  District  Council 

45  properties  in  the  Heddon  area  drain  to  the  sewers  of  this  authority. 

(c)  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

(i)  Brunton  Park 

399  houses  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer. 

(ii)  N ewbiggin  Hall  Estate 

1656  houses  and  flats  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Ouseburn 
Sewer  via  the  Council’s  Trunk  Sewer  from  Brunton  Bridge  to 
Point  ' Z ’ at  Fawdon. 

(iii)  Newhiggin  Hall  Estate  [Phase  I A) 

905  houses  and  flats  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Black  Swine 
Sewer  at  Denton  Burn.  These  are  mainly  properties  built  by 
the  Newcastle  Corporation. 

(iv)  Whorlton  Grange  Estate 

272  houses  and  2 factories  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Ouse- 
burn Sewer  via  the  Council’s  Trunk  Sewer  at  Brunton  Bridge. 

(v)  Ponteland,  Darras  Hall,  Woolsington 

Sewage  from  2,915  properties  discharges  by  gravity  and 
pumping  to  the  head  of  the  Corporation’s  Ouseburn  Sewer, 
the  present  average  rate  of  flow  being  approximately  1,200,000 
galls,  per  day  approximating  to  133  cubic  feet  per  minute. 

All  this  area  which  is  shaded  on  the  map  forms  the  drainage  area 
contributing  to  the  Tyneside  Sewerage  Scheme.  The  Tyneside  Sewerage 
Board  has  now  been  formed  with  the  object  of  ending  pollution  of  the 
Tyne  with  untreated  sewage.  The  proposal  is  to  construct  intercepting 
sewers  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  a syphon  under  the  river,  and  treatment 
works  at  Howdon  to  serve  the  whole  of  Urban  Tyneside.  The  cost  of  the 
project  is  estimated  to  be  ;^21  million.  The  order  forming  the  Board 
provides  for  this  Council  to  appoint  one  representative  to  the  Board. 
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B.  Sewage  from  the  parishes  of  Dinnington,  Hazlerigg  and  Brunswick 
with  a combined  population  of  4,300  passes  into  the  sewers  of  Longbenton 
U.D.C.  and  thence  to  the  sea  at  Blyth.  This  scheme  is  administered  by 
the  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Joint  Sewerage  Board. 


C.  The  rural  villages  and  hamlets  with  a combined  population  of  over 
5,000  are  served  by  23  sewage  treatment  works  as  follows  : — 


1. 

Belsay 

13. 

Milbourne  (Hall  Farm) 

2. 

Berwick  Hill 

14. 

Milbourne  (Village) 

3. 

Capheaton 

15. 

Ogle 

4. 

Dalton 

16. 

Ponteland  (Collingwood  Cottgs.) 

5. 

Fenwick 

17. 

Ryal 

6. 

Harlow  Hill 

18. 

Stamfordham 

7. 

Heddon  Hall 

19. 

Stannington  Station  Road 

8. 

Heddon-on-the-Wall 

20. 

Stannington  Village 

9. 

Ingoe 

21. 

Stannington — N etherton 

10. 

Kirkheaton 

Training  School 

11. 

Matfen  (Standing  Stone) 

22. 

Wallridge 

12. 

Milbourne  (Belsay  Road) 

23. 

Whalton 

These  treatment  works  are 

shown 

on  the  map. 

All  aggregations  of  population  with  the  exception  of  the  village  of 
Matfen  have  satisfactory  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  facilities. 

D.  Outside  the  villages  and  hamlets  the  population  is  approximately 
1,700.  Drainage  is  served  by  479  septic  tanks.  The  Council  operate  a 
septic  tank  emptying  service,  details  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  Mr. 
Strachan’s  report. 


Farm  Effluents 

Practically  all  of  the  farms  in  the  district  dispose  of  animal  wastes 
by  means  of  their  own  privately  controlled  drainage  systems,  and  there 
are  none  of  any  significance  connected  to  the  public  sewerage  system, 
except  at  Stannington  Station  Road,  where  some  34  small  holdings 
discharge  piggery  waste  to  the  Council’s  sewage  treatment  works.  The 
acceptance  of  this  animal  waste  stems  from  an  agreement  previously 
made  between  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & 
Food. 

Discussions  are  currently  taking  place  with  officials  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  with  the  object  of  enlarging  the 
treatment  works  to  handle  this  heavy  pollution  load,  because  of  which 
the  effluent  produced  at  these  works  has  rarely  reached  Royal  Com- 
mission standard. 


Trade  Effluents 


Agreements  have  been  reached  and  consents  issued  under  the 
Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises)  Act  1937,  with  the  traders 
discharging  liquid  wastes  to  the  public  drainage  system,  most  of  whom 
are  located  in  I’onteland.  The  wastes  range  from  those  produced  at  garages 
from  car  washing  to  a chicken  processing  plant  discharging  27,000  gallons 
per  day. 

A charge  is  made  for  the  conveyance  of  the  flow,  including  pumping 
and  a nominal  charge  is  levied  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle  Corporation 
being  the  receiving  Authority. 

Developments  During  1965 

Stannington  Village 

The  first  year’s  operational  experience  of  the  cold  digestion  tank 
at  these  works  has  proved  so  successful  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  of 
their  value  in  the  drying  of  the  sludge. 


Netherton  Training  School 

The  maintenance  of  these  works  from  an  operation  standpoint  has 
been  carried  out  since  September,  1965,  although  the  formal  adoption 
is  not  yet  completed. 


Northumberland  Teachers  Training  College,  Ponteland 

Further  large  scale  developments  on  this  site  have  resulted  in 
additional  units  being  provided  to  the  treatment  works.  These  additions 
have  been  designed  and  implemented  by  the  private  Civil  Engineers 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Northumberland 
County  Council. 


Matfen 

Discussions  have  taken  place  with  representatives  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead 
Water  Company,  to  resolve  the  problems  which  are  arising  at  Matfen 
owing  to  the  absence  of  a modern  sewage  treatment  works. 
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Location 

Separate  Systems 

Com- 

bined 

Pumping 

Mains 

No.  of 
Manholes 

Foul 

Surface 

Water 

Length  of 

Sewers  in  Lin.  Yards 

Lin.  Yd. 

Belsay 

733 

II 

Berwick  Hill 

467 

7 

Brunton  Park 

6661 

6921 

232 

Burn  Close  . . 

3220 

39 

Capheaton 

392 

6 

Dalton 

157 

3 

Darras  Hall 

22151 

20309 

405 

Dinnington  . . 

9083 

4936 

3387 

67 

Fenwick 

340 

5 

Frenchman’s  Row  . . 

600 

5 

Hazlerigg 

279 

500 

3015 

55 

Heddon-on-the-Wall 

677 

8418 

545 

165 

Kenton  Bank  Foot.  . 

2600 

32 

Kirkheaton  . . 

400 

16 

Milbourne  . . 

476 

7 

Ogle  . . 

953 

II 

Ponteland  . . 

8081 

6231 

7641 

3163 

451 

Ryal 

362 

6 

Stamfordham 

449 

372 

3855 

30 

75 

Stannington  . . 

7523 

727 

57 

Standing  Stone 

175 

5 

Whalton 

103 

103 

883 

12 

WOOLSINGTON 

3403 

756 

18657 

382 

Totals  . . 

51509 

40805 

57714 

7852 

2042 

Equivalent  Mileage 
of  each  type 

1 ■Ml  - . - 

29.06 

22.94 

32.70 

46 

Total  Mileage  of  All  Types  — 89.16. 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

1965 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1965.  Progressive  activity  in  the  field  of  environmental 
hygiene  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  Recent  legislation  and 
regulations  have  widened  the  scope  of  the  work  in  the  department.  In 
this  connection  reference  is  made  under  the  Housing  Act  1964  and  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963.  Particular  attention 
continues  to  be  directed  to  regular  inspections  of  food  premises.  As  in 
previous  years,  the  system  of  personal  contact  and  informal  notices  has 
largely  been  employed  in  connection  with  the  remedying  of  nuisances 
and  housing  repairs  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  has  proportionately  increased  with 
the  expansion  of  housing  development.  It  is  with  regret  that  I record  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  W.  Jobson,  the  Rodent  Operator,  on  the  ground  of  ill 
health.  He  died  within  months  of  ceasing  work.  During  the  twelve  years 
of  his  employment  with  the  Council  he  proved  to  be  a competent  and 
loyal  officer. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  milk  distributors  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959  : — 

Registered  Distributors  : 

Mr.  J.  H.  Brown,  Ivy  House,  Kenton  Bank  Foot. 

Cramlington  & District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Brunswick  Village. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Farquhar,  10  Queensway,  Brunton  Park. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Herron,  Woodside,  Darras  Hall. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Hudspeth,  North  Brunton  Farm,  North  Gosforth. 
Newcastle  Co-operative  Society,  Cowgate,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Messrs  W.  & J.  Pearson,  2 Grey  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

Mr.  R.  Rutherford,  Hawkwell  Farm,  Stamfordham. 

Mr.  H.  Thompson,  Hawthorn  Cottage,  Brunton  Lane, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Throckley  & District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Hexham  Road, 

Throckley. 

Mrs.  M.  U.  White,  North  Mason  Farm,  Dinnington. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  County  Health  Inspector  during  the 
year,  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1960,  and  their 
examination  results  are  as  follows  : — 


29 


Tuberculin  Tested.  . . . . . 16 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  . . — 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . 23 

39 


Of  these,  four  samples  of  ‘ Tuberculin  Tested  ’ milk  failed  to 
satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test  ; the  remainder  satisfied  the  prescribed 
tests. 

(b)  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  167  food  premises  in  the  district  as  follows  : — 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  . . . . 5 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . 11 

Canteens  (Industrial)  . . . . 5 

Chemists  . . . . . . . . 5 

Clubs  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Food  Manufacturers  . . . . . . 3 

Fried  and  Wet  Fish  Shops  . . . . 1 

Groceries  and  Provisions  . . . . 21 

General  Dealers  . . . . . . 28 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . 4 

Flospital  and  Institution  Kitchens.  . 10 

Public  Houses  and  Off-Licences  . . 35 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack-bars  . . 11 

School  Kitchens  and  Dining  Rooms  18 
Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . 2 
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Of  these  premises  52  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  following  purposes  : — 

Sale  of  Ice-Cream  . . . . . . 41 

Manufacture  of  Sausage  and  Pre- 
served Meats  . . . . . . 11 
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A number  of  ice-cream  kiosks  and  travelling  shops  operate  in  the 
district  which  are  subject  to  supervision  under  the  appropriate  regulations. 


(c)  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Five  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory. 

Results  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grade  1 , , 


5 
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(d)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  — SAMPLING  OF  FOOD 


The  Northumberland  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Author- 
ity are  responsible  for  sampling  under  this  heading  and  122  samples  were 
taken  in  the  Castle  Ward  area  during  the  year. 

The  following  information  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  Mr.  C.  L. 
Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector,  County  Weights  and  Measures  Department  : — 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  Castle  Ward  Rural  District 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1965. 


Almond  Essence 
Almond  Flavouring 
Angelica 
Baconburgers 
Beef  Sausages 
Bilberry  Jam 
Bitter  Lemon  Drink 
Black  Cherry  Jam 
Blackcurrant  Health  Drink 
Blackcurrant  Jelly 
Blackcurrant  Juice  Cordial 
Butter 

Butter  Madeira  Cake 
Butter  Toffee 
Buttermint  Drops 
Chicken  Curry  with  Rice 
Coffee 

Condensed  Tomato  Puree 
Cranberry  Sauce 
Curry  Powder 
Custard  Powder 
Dairy  Cream 
Dairy  Ice  Cream 
Desiccated  Coconut 
Dressed  Crab 
Dried  Whole  Apricots 
Dried  Garden  Mint 
Fillets  of  Small  Plaice 
Fresh  Cream 
Glace  Cherries 
Ground  Cayenne 
Haddock  Fillets 
Hamburger  Relish 
Honey 

Horseradish  Sauce 
Instant  Coffee 
Instant  Low-fat  Milk 
Jaffa  Juice 
Jelly  Crystals 
Lc'iuon  Drink 


Lemon  Cheese 
Lemon  Curd 
Liquid  Paraffin 
Low  Sugar  Jam 
Macaroni  Cheese 
Malt  Vinegar 
Maple  Syrup 
Margarine 

Margarine  containing  10%  Butter 
Milk 

Milk  Shake  Syrup 
Mincemeat  with  Brandy 
Mixed  Spice 
Moutarde  Florida 

(French  Mustard) 

Ointment  of  Boracic  Acid 
Olive  Oil 

Pineapple  Conserve 
Pineapple  Juice 
Prepared  Almonds 
Prunes 

Prunes  in  heavy  syrup 
Ouickset 

/•-v 

Raisin  Flavoured  Cordial 
Raspberry  Jam 
Rice  Pudding 
Salad  Cream 
Scotch  Broth 

Scottish  Raspberries  (Canned) 

Semolina 

Sterilised  Cream 

Sweet  Corn 

Sweet  Jellied  Beetroot 

Sweetened  Apple  Sauce 

Sweetened  Orange  Juice 

Table  Jelly 

Tea 

Tomato  Ketchiq) 

Tomato  Juice 
Whit('  ('lover  1 lonev 
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Number  of  samples  taken  (other  than  milk)  , . 93 

Number  of  Milk  Samples  taken  (Formal)  . . . . 25 

Number  of  Milk  Samples  taken  at  Schools  (In- 
formal) . . . . • • • • • • • • 4 
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Number  Genuine  ..  120  Number  Unsatisfactory  ..  2 

(3  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


PARTICULARS  OF  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 


The  two  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory  were  : — 


Sample 

Blackcurrant 

Juice 

Cordial 


Analysis 

Contained  680  p.p.m.  of 
Sulphur  Dioxide,  i.e. 
330  p.p.m.  in  excess  of 
the  permitted  limit. 


Instant  Low-fat  The  label  on  this  article 
Milk  did  not  comply  with  the 

Dried  Milk  Regulations, 
1965,  relating  to  the  size 
of  lettering  of  the  equiv- 
alent volume  and  the 
disposition  of  packer’s 
name  and  address. 


Action  taken 
Manufacturer  used  the 
wrong  solution  by  mistake. 
Cautioned  by  Chief  Ins- 
pector. Further  samples 
taken  have  proved  satis- 
factory. 

Manufacturers  agreed  to 
amend  the  label. 


(e)  COMPLAINTS  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  — Section  2 

In  two  instances,  complaints  of  unsound  food  were  re])orted  during 
the  year.  Unsoundness  in  both  cases  was  due  to  the  presence  of  mould 
growth  involving  a loaf  of  bread,  and  a pork  pie. 

Proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  pork  pie,  the  defendant  pleading 
guilty,  resulted  in  a fine  of  ;^10  Os.  Od.  being  imposed  by  the  Magistrates, 
plus  costs  of  £Q  6s.  Od. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL  REGULATIONS  1959)  — 
Section  27 

Three  offences  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  department 
under  the  above  regulations  concerning  dirty  milk  bottles. 

In  two  cases  warning  letters  were  sent  to  those  concerned,  but  in 
the  third  instance  where  milk  was  farm  bottled,  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted.  The  subsequent  hearing  at  a Magistrates  Court  where  the 
defendant  pleaded  guilty  resulted  in  a conditional  discharge,  the  defend- 
ant being  ordered  to  pay  £5  5s.  Od.  Advocate’s  fee  and  the  Analyst’s 
fee  of  £S  18s.  Od.  The  leniency  shown  was  due  to  the  defendant’s  record, 
being  a Dairy  Farmer  for  thirty  years  without  any  previous  conviction. 

The  Court,  nevertheless,  regarded  it  as  a serious  matter. 
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Corned  Beef  (Salmonella  Typhi) 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  Health  Department  that  a number  of  suspect  tins  of  corned  beef, 
withdrawn  from  sale  as  a result  of  the  1964  Aberdeen  outbreak  of  Typhoid, 
had  inadvertently  been  despatched  from  a Newcastle  warehouse.  The 
result  of  a visit  to  all  food  premises  proved,  however,  that  none  of  the 
missing  consignment  had  found  its  way  into  the  district. 

(f)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  district,  K. 
Manners  & Sons  Limited,  Meadowfield,  Ponteland,  and  E.  Lumley  & 
Sons,  Brewery  Yard,  Stamfordham,  both  designed  in  accordance  with 
the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 

The  Ponteland  abattoir  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  February, 
1964  has  a factory  for  the  manufacture  and  processing  of  meat  and  meat 
products  provided  within  the  same  building. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regul- 
ations 1963,  100%  meat  inspection  continues  at  both  slaughterhouses. 
To  achieve  this,  week-end  work  has  been  necessary  at  the  Ponteland 
abattoir  where  slaughtering  takes  place  seven  days  per  week  throughout 
the  year.  This  has  been  partly  due  to  the  preparation  of  meat  for  export 
to  the  continent. 

The  Northumbrian  Chicken  Company  situated  also  on  the  Meadow- 
field  Light  Industrial  Site,  Ponteland,  deals  with  approximately  26,000 
birds  per  week.  This  packing  station  serves  Northumberland  Durham 
and  North  Yorkshire,  and  has  40  growers  under  contract,  five  of  which 
are  in  this  district. 

There  are  no  disease  problems  due  to  the  co-operation  of  producers 
in  their  disease  prevention  programme.  Fowl  Pest  vaccination  is  essen- 
tial, and  no  broilers  can  be  marketed  through  the  packing  station  unless 
they  have  been  vaccinated.  All  breeding  stock  too  are  vaccinated  against 
epidemic  tremor,  so  that  maternal  resistance  may  be  passed  on  to  the 
chick. 

This  factory  receives  regular  visits  from  the  department,  and  from 
the  high  standard  of  cleanliness  shown,  it  is  obvious  the  industry  when 
considering  new  methods  including  automation  to  improve  output,  they 
are  at  the  same  time  conscious  of  the  importance  of  hygiene. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1955 

Under  Section  3 of  the  above  mentioned  Act,  sixteen  licences  to 
slaughter  animals  within  the  district  were  issued. 
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DETAILS  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND  INSPECTED 


I 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Normal  Kill 

Casualties 

Number  examined 

5769 

38 

5807 

1065 

25 

1090 

158 

10 

168 

14606 

166 

14772 

6231 

25 

6256 

27829 

264 

28093 

CARCASES  CONDEMNED 
WHOLLY  OR  IN  PART  : 

A.  All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

9 

14 

8 

116 

21 

168 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2169 

876 

— 

1026 

2140 

6211 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  . . 

37.50/, 

82.60/ 

5.9% 

34.5% 

22.70/, 

B.  Tuberculosis  only  ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

1 

— 

— • 



— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

3 

— • 

— • 

— 

3 

Percentage  of  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  Tuberculosis 

.0170/, 

.030/, 

— 

■01% 

C.  Cysticercosis  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . . 

— • 

— • 

' 

— 

— • 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  cysti- 
cerci 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  ORGANS  CONDEMNED, 
SURRENDERED  AND  DISPOSED  OF 

For  Tuberculosis 

Bovine 


Heads 

Lungs 

2 

1 

Pigs 

Heads 

. . 39 

For  Other  Defined  Diseases  : 

Bovine 

Heads 

. . 24 

Abscesses  5,  Actinobacillosis  9,  Actinomy- 
cosis 9,  Gangrene  1. 

Hearts 

. . 23 

Melanosis  2,  Pericarditis  21. 

Livers  (whole) 

. . 1033 

Abscesses  197,  Cirrhosis  742,  Fatty  in- 
filtration 4,  Peritonitis  26,  Telangiectasis 
64. 

Livers  (part) 

. .1439 

Abscesses  56,  Cirrhosis  1383. 

Lungs 

. . 428 

Abscesses  67,  Emphysema  8,  Pleurisy  310, 
Pneumonia  43. 

Thick  Skirt 

. . 15 

Abscesses  3,  Peritonitis  4,  Pleurisy  8. 

Thin  Skirt  . . 

. . 23 

Abscesses  4,  Peritonitis  4,  Pleurisy  15. 

Spleen 

. . 13 

Peritonitis  13. 

Stomachs 

4 

Peritonitis  4. 

Intestines 

. . 24 

Enteritis  7,  Johnes  Disease  9,  Pentastomes  8 

Beef 

. . 82 

stones 

Abscesses  11  st..  Arthritis  13  st..  Gangrene 
10  st..  Traumatism  48  st. 

Carcases  . . 

39  Acute  metritis  and  Peritonitis  1,  Acute 
(721  stones)  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis  1,  Chronic  Arth- 
ritis 1,  Emaciation  8,  Gangrene  3,  General- 
ised Oedema  8,  Immaturity  8,  Johnes 
Disease  6,  Pyrexia  1,  Septic  Pericarditis 
and  Oedema  1,  Traumatism  1. 

Sheep 

Hearts 

. . 14 

Pericarditis  13,  Cysticercus  Ovis  1. 

Heads 

1 

Abscesses  1. 

Kidneys  . • 

7 

Abscesses  2,  Nephritis  2,  Retention  Cyst  3. 

Livers 

. . 253 

Abscesses  4,  Cirrhosis  11,  Cysticercus  Ten- 
nuicollis  54,  Patty  Degeneration  11,  Fluke 
41,  Parasites  126,  Peritonitis  6. 

Imngs 

. . 728 

Ill  Bled  10,  Muellerius  Capillaris  152. 
Parasites  78,  Pleurisy  116,  Pneumonia  372. 

Plucks 

. . 0 

Pleurisv,  Pericarditis,  Peritonitis  6, 
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Mutton  . . . . 35 

stones 

Carcases  . . ..116 

(361  stones) 


Abscesses  2 st.,  Arthritis  12  st.,  Septic 
Pleurisy  1|  st.,  Traumatism  19|  st. 

Acute  Mastitis  1,  Chronic  Arthritis  2, 
Emaciation  and  Oedema  66,  Gangrene  2, 
Malformation  2,  Moribund  4,  Pyaemia  1, 
Pyrexia  10,  Septic  Arthritis  1,  Septicaemia 
3,  Septic  Mastitis  1,  Septic  Pericarditis  1, 
Septic  Pleurisy  1,  Septic  Pneumonia  13, 
Toxaemia  2,  Traumatism  6. 


Pigs 


Heads 

. . 22 

Hearts 

. . 201 

Intestines 

3 

Kidneys  . . 

. . 31 

Livers 

. . 380 

Lungs 

. .1449 

Plucks 

. . 24 

Pork 

. . 40 

Abscesses  15,  Corynebacterium  Equi  6, 
Bruising  1 . 

Pericarditis  201. 

Acute  Peritonitis  2,  Enteritis  1. 

Hydronephrosis  4,  Nephritis  5,  Retention 
Cysts  22. 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides  351,  Peritonitis  29. 

Ill  Bled  26,  Parasites  7,  Pleurisy  111, 
Pneumonia  1305.  ' 

Pleurisy,  Pericarditis  and  Peritonitis  24. 

Abscesses  8 st..  Arthritis  23  st..  Gangrene 
stones  4 st..  Neoplasm  ^ st..  Oedema  1 st.. 
Pleurisy  1 st..  Septic  Peritonitis  2 st.. 
Septic  Pneumonia  ^ st. 


Carcases  . . . . 21  Arthritis  2,  Emaciation  2,  Gangrene  2, 

(137  stones)  Moribund  4,  Oedema  3,  Oesteomalasia  1, 
Pyaemia  4,  Pyrexia  1,  Septicaemia  1, 
Septic  Pneumonia  1. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FOOD  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND 


INSPECTED  IN 

PAST 

EIGHT 

YEARS 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Cattle  (ex. 
cows)  1,438 

1,065 

1,129 

1,385 

1,183 

1,091 

5,238 

5,807 

Cows  348 

358 

317 

318 

332 

269 

956 

1,090 

Calves  311 

251 

256 

358 

351 

417 

277 

168 

Sheep  & 

Lambs  4,737 

5,762 

5,809 

6,828 

6,048 

6,606 

19,083  14,772 

Pigs  1,859 

1,354 

1,056 

411 

487 

388 

4,210 

6,256 

8,693 

8,790 

8,567 

9,300 

8,401 

8,771 

29,764  28,093 

PRE-PACKED  AND  TINNED  FOOD 

The  amount  of  pre-packed  and  tinned  food  too  numerous  to  list, 
which  was  condemned  for  decomposition,  weighed  40  stones. 

Most  of  the  food  was  pre-packed,  the  cause  of  decomposition  being 
due  to  refrigeration  failure,  over  two  summer  week-ends. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Mention  was  made  in  the  opening  remarks  of  this  report  of  the 
increase  of  work  in  the  collection  and  subsequent  disposal  of  household 
and  trade  refuse.  Approximately  11,551  bins  of  refuse  are  collected  and 
the  contents  disposed  of  every  week  in  the  year.  Whether  it  be  wet*  or 
fine,  snow  or  frost,  the  work  in  this  field  of  hygiene  must  go  on. 

In  general  it  has  been  my  experience  that  the  average  citizen  has 
every  sympathy  with  the  men  who  undertake  to  carry  out  the  unpleasant 
task  of  removing  other  people’s  rubbish.  There  are  those,  however,  who 
are  ready  to  complain  on  the  slightest  pretext.  The  latest  instance  was  the 
case  of  the  lady  who  complained  that  the  “ bin-man  ” had  put  the  lid  on 
the  bin  too  tightly  and  could  a man  be  sent  up  to  take  it  off. 

Judging  by  the  continued  dumping  of  household  furniture  and 
garden  rubbish  in  the  ditches  and  on  the  grass  verges  in  the  country  lanes, 
near  the  perimeter  of  the  district,  there  are  many  people  who  have  not 
heard  of  the  Litter  Act  of  1958.  For  the  sake  of  general  tidiness,  and  to 
preserve  the  beauty  of  the  hedgerow  along  the  country  lanes,  these 
deposits  are  removed  at  regular  intervals. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  approximately  one  hundred  and  thirty 
square  miles  and  comprises  thirteen  parishes.  A weekly  collection  is 
maintained  throughout  all  the  parishes.  Sickness  among  the  refuse 
collectors  was  on  the  basis  of  two  men  absent  all  the  year,  this  was 
identical  with  the  previous  year. 

For  the  purpose  of  refuse  collection,  the  service  is  divided  into  seven 
sectors.  Generally  speaking,  the  sectors  in  the  west,  north-west  and 
south-west  are  each  allocated  one  vehicle.  Other  sectors  vary  from  two 
to  three  vehicles.  The  distribution  of  population  into  large  and  small 
units,  particularly  in  the  eastern  sectors,  make  overlapping  of  vehicle 
runs  unavoidable. 

At  present,  two  vehicles  serve  the  Newbiggin  Hall  and  Whorlton 
Housing  Estate.  This  is  a unit  of  2,500  houses.  A relay  system  with  one 
25  cub.  yd.  and  one  10  cub.  yd.  operates  the  service  here.  The  Newbiggin 
Hall  Estate,  which  is  an  overspill  housing  development  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  contains  over  fifty  per  cent  of  houses 
without  fireplaces. 

Under  these  circumstances,  refuse  from  houses  is  comparatively  light 
in  weight,  but  occupies  a greater  space.  A 50  cu.  yd.  ‘ Pakamatic  ’ vehicle, 
for  operation  on  this  sector,  is  on  order. 


37 


SEPTIC  TANK  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

This  is  a service  free  of  charge  to  all  houses  which  are  unable  for 
various  reasons  to  use  the  public  sewers.  The  septic  tanks  are  desludged 
every  six  months.  The  average  cost  per  service  for  carrying  out  this  work 
throughout  the  year  amounts  to  {\  2s.  3d.  per  tank. 

The  occasion  does  arise  on  farm  premises  where  there  is  a septic  tank 
which  deals  exclusively  with  liquid  waste  from  byres,  milking  establish- 
ments etc.  In  these  instances  the  farmer  usually  requests  the  desludging 
of  the  septic  tank  at  the  same  time  as  the  domestic  tank  is  being  serviced. 
In  such  cases  a charge  for  labour  and  running  costs  is  made. 


VEHICLES 


The  following  vehicles  are  employed  on  the  service  : — 


CTY  579 

Thorneycroft 

1948 

FJR  217 

Karrier  Bantam 

1953 

JNL  952 

Shelvoke  & Drewry  1955 

PNL  140 

Karrier  Bantam 

1959 

RTY  550 

Karrier  Gamecock 

1960 

RJR  394 

Thames  Trader 

1960 

WNL  796 

Karrier  Bantam 

1962 

YTY  269 

Shelvoke  & Drewry 

1963 

YNL  71 

Weatherill 

1963 

CNL  257B  Karrier  Bantam 

1964 

ETY  590C  Karrier  Bantam 

1965 

12  cu.  yd.  Side  loader.  Petrol  engine 
7 cu.  yds. 

18/25  cu.  yds.  Rear  loader  fore  and  aft 
tipper.  Diesel  engine. 

7 cu.  yds.  Side  loader. 

Diesel  engine. 

18/25  cu.  yds.  Rear  loader  fore  and  aft 
tipper.  Diesel  engine. 

1,000  galls.  Cesspool  emptier. 

Diesel  engine. 

10  cu.  yds.  Side  loader. 

Diesel  engine. 

25  cu.  yds.  Rear  loader  fore  and  aft 
tipper.  Diesel  engine. 

Mechanical  Shovel. 

Diesel  engine. 

10  cu.  yds.  Side  Loader. 

Diesel  engine. 

10  cu.  yds.  Side  loader. 

Diesel  engine. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Disposal  points  arc  as  follows  : — 

1.  Belsay  Quarry. 

2.  Stobhill,  Cheeseburn  Grange. 

3.  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

4.  Disused  Sewage  Works,  Woolsington. 

5.  Mill  Hill,  Dinnington. 

6.  Old  Gravel  Pit,  Kirkley  West  Thorn 

7.  Stannington, 
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CLEANSING  COSTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1966 


Volume  of  refuse  removed  . . . . . . . . . . 58,720  cu.  yds. 


Estimated  weight  of  refuse  removed  ..  ..  ..  11,765  tons 

Approximate  average  weight  per  house  per  annum  . . 26.4  cwts. 

Average  volume  per  house  per  annum  . . . . . . 6.1  cu.  yds. 

Average  weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days)  21.83  cwts. 

Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  (Refuse  and  salvage) 

and  operation  of  septic  tank  emptying  service.  . . . ;^40,700 

Less  income  from  salvage,  trade  refuse  etc.  . . . . £3,665 

Nett  Cleansing  Cost  . . ;^37,035 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  cost  per  house  per  annum  £3  16s.  6d. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  cost  per  head  of  population  £l  3s.  Id. 


Cost  on  Rates  in  the  £ 

. . 

8.13d. 

SALVAGE 

The  total  amount  of  wastepaper 
327  tons  13  cwts.  3 qrs. 

salvaged 

during 

the  year  was 

Details  of  salvage  disposed  of  : — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qts. 

£ s.  d. 

Wastepaper  . . 327 

13 

3 

2,740  4 9 

Scrap  Metal  and  Rags  . . 11 

2 

3 

154  12  2 

338 

16 

2 

;^2,894  16  11 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  is  the  official  water 
undertaker  to  the  Council.  Their  water  mains  are  so  situated  to  enable 
any  part  of  the  130  square  miles,  which  comprise  the  district,  to  be 
supplied  with  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  service. 

It  will  be  appreciated,  however,  that  there  are  a number  of  instances 
where  connection  to  the  Company’s  water  mains  would  be  an  expensive 
project.  There  are  still  therefore  a number  of  properties  which  continue 
to  rely  on  their  own  supply. 

The  houses  in  the  village  of  Capheaton,  Wallridge,  and  Belsay 
continue  to  receive  their  water  supply  from  privately  owned  water  mains. 
The  water  is  obtained  from  two  springs  and  a borehole.  In  the  course  of 
time  these  privately  owned  water  mains  will  become  corroded  and  the 
stage  will  be  reached  when  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  either 
(a)  their  renewal,  or  (b)  connection  to  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water 
Company’s  mains.  In  all  probability  the  latter  will  be  the  least  expensive. 

During  the  year  a number  of  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  obtained,  the  results  of  which  are  set  out  below. 

Where  the  water  is  found  to  fall  into  the  suspicious  or  unsatisfactory 
category,  appropriate  action  is  taken,  and  in  such  cases  the  consumers 
are  advised  to  boil  all  drinking  water  prior  to  the  works  necessary  to 
restore  the  supply  to  a wholesome  condition. 


No.  of  Samples 


20 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 
1 

4 
2 

16 


Probable  numbers  per  100  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli 

Bact.  coli  (type  I) 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

3 

Nil 

3 

3 

5 

5 

7 

5 

8 

5 

11 

Nil 

13 

8 

17 

Nil 

18 

Nil 

25 

Nil 

35 

Nil 

50 

Nil 

90 

Nil 

160 

Nil 

180+ 

Nil 
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1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  B.Sc.,  A.M.I.C.E., 

Engineer,  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  for  the  following 
information  : — 

“ A total  of  1,233  works  control  samples  from  the  Whittle  Dene  and 
Henderson  Filters  were  examined  in  the  Company’s  laboratory  during 
the  year,  and  of  these,  98.94%  were  excellent,  0.57%  were  satisfactory 
and  0.49%  were  unsatisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  216  samples  of  water  from  the  Wark- 
worth  Filter  Plant  were  examined,  all  of  which  were  of  excellent  quality. 

Samples  taken  from  various  points  within  the  Castle  Ward  Area  were 
also  subject  to  bacteriological  analysis  with  the  following  results  : 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of  Samples 

Classification 

Moot  Law  Reservoir 

6 

All  Excellent 

Harlow  Hill  Reservoir 

7 

do. 

Fenham  Reservoir 

9 

do. 

Whalton  Reservoir 

7 

do. 

Heddon  Tank 

1 

do. 

Coquet  Water  Board  (Stannington)  4 

do. 

The  following  new 

water  pipes  were  laid  in  Castle  Ward  Rural 

District  during  the  year 

: — 

North  Gosforth  Parish 

91  lin.  yards  of  3” 

dia.  pipes. 

26 

„ 4” 

i9  yy 

Ponteland  Parish 

216 

„ » 3” 

yy  y y 

740 

„ „ 4” 

y y y y 

84 

„ 6” 

yy  yy 

Stannington  Parish 

199 

„ „ 3” 

y y yy 

21 

„ 4” 

yy  y y 

Woolsington  Parish 

62 

3” 

y y y y 

303 

,,  4” 

yy  y y 

311 

tJ  » » 01  » 

y y y y 

The  following  premises  were  connected  during  the  year  : — 

OPEN  SUPPLY 


A ddress 

Nature  of 

No.  of 

Castle  Ward  R.D.C.,  North  Side, 

Supply 

4 houses 

Branches 

4 

Stamfordham. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Hall,  West  Thorn  Farm  Cottage, 
Kirkley. 

house 

1 

Mr.  J.  V.  Charlton,  Sites  3/4 

Bridge  End,  Stamfordham 

2 houses 

2 

Mr.  M.  F.  Hall,  Beacon  West  Thorn, 
Kirkley. 

house 

1 

Mr.  J.  Charlton,  32  North  Side, 
Stamfordham 

house 

1 

Castle  Ward  R.D.C.,  Site  11 

North  Side,  Stamfordham 

2 houses 

2 

1 

M.  Grady,  Frenchmans  Row,  Heddon. 

house 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  is  the  official  water 
undertaker  to  the  Council.  Their  water  mains  are  so  situated  to  enable 
any  part  of  the  130  square  miles,  which  comprise  the  district,  to  be 
supplied  with  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  service. 

It  will  be  appreciated,  however,  that  there  are  a number  of  instances 
where  connection  to  the  Company’s  water  mains  would  be  an  expensive 
project.  There  are  still  therefore  a number  of  properties  which  continue 
to  rely  on  their  own  supply. 

The  houses  in  the  village  of  Capheaton,  Wallridge,  and  Belsay 
continue  to  receive  their  water  supply  from  privately  owned  water  mains. 
The  water  is  obtained  from  two  springs  and  a borehole.  In  the  course  of 
time  these  privately  owned  water  mains  will  become  corroded  and  the 
stage  will  be  reached  when  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  either 
(a)  their  renewal,  or  (b)  connection  to  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water 
Company’s  mains.  In  all  probability  the  latter  will  be  the  least  expensive. 

During  the  year  a number  of  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  obtained,  the  results  of  which  are  set  out  below. 

Where  the  water  is  found  to  fall  into  the  suspicious  or  unsatisfactory 
category,  appropriate  action  is  taken,  and  in  such  cases  the  consumers 
are  advised  to  boil  all  drinking  water  prior  to  the  works  necessary  to 
restore  the  supply  to  a wholesome  condition. 


No.  of  Samples 


20 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 
1 

4 
2 

16 


Probable  numbers  per  100  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli 

Bact.  coli  (type  I) 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

3 

Nil 

3 

3 

5 

5 

7 

5 

8 

5 

11 

Nil 

13 

8 

17 

Nil 

18 

Nil 

25 

Nil 

35 

Nil 

50 

Nil 

90 

Nil 

160 

Nil 

180+ 

Nil 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  all  Local  Authorities  to  ensure  that  their 
district  is  kept  free  from  rat  and  mice  infestations,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  Council  employ  a full  time  operator. 

To  encourage  the  reporting  of  infestation  in  or  around  dwelling 
houses,  the  Council  policy,  in  line  with  many  other  local  authorities,  is 
to  carry  out  the  work  free  of  charge.  This  practice  has  contributed  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  present  control  of  the  situation. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  has  almost  trebled.  Much 
of  this  is  attributed  to  new  building  work,  particularly  on  the  Newbiggin 
Hall  Estate  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  deal  with  several 
dwellings  in  each  block  where  an  infestation  has  been  reported.  This  work 
usually  takes  place  before  the  houses  are  occupied. 

Apart  from  sites  where  new  building  work  is  in  progress,  the  picture 
of  rodent  infestation  continues  to  be  one  of  improvement.  A contributing 
factor  to  this  has  been  the  attention  given  each  year  to  the  sewerage 
systems  in  the  area.  The  position  found  after  the  last  treatment  was 
carried  out  showed  the  sewers  to  be  almost  free  from  rodent  infestation. 

From  time  to  time,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food 
infestation  branch  provide  a three-day  refresher  course  for  rodent  oper- 
ators. These  courses  prove  helpful,  in  so  far  that  the  results  of  the  con- 
tinued research  into  rodent  control  by  the  Ministry  are  made  available 
to  the  local  authority. 

Area  Liaison  Committees  on  Pest  Control  are  regularly  held.  On 
these  occasions  Local  Authority  reports  and  comments  thereon  are 
delivered  at  the  meeting  where  views  and  experiences  are  exchanged. 
There  is  generally  a technical  talk  by  the  Ministry’s  entomologist  on 
various  subjects  within  the  purview  of  pest  control. 

Whilst  most  of  the  work  is  done  free,  which  includes  dwelling  houses 
only,  a charge  is  made  where  infestations  are  found  on  business  premises. 
I'or  the  latter  service  a sum  of  ;^218  9s.  9d.  has  been  received. 


The  following  table  summarises  tin'  work  of  rodent  control  : 
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Type  of  Property 

Non -Agricultural 

i 

Refuse 
Tips  & 
Sewage 
Works 

Dwell- 

ing 

houses 

All 

others 

(inch 

business 

prem- 

ises) 

Agri- 

cultural 

Total 

No.  of  Properties  in  District  . 

38 

9294 

297 

461 

10090 

No.  of  Properties  inspected  . . 

38 

329 

158 

89 

614 

Total  Inspections  including 

Re -inspections 

144 

618 

213 

158 

iJ[33 

No.  of  Properties  found  to  be 
Infested  and  Treated  by 
Local  Authority  : 

(a)  Rats 

12 

126 

51 

9 

198 

(b)  Mice 



40 

1 1 

55 

106 

Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  Re -treatments  . . 

2 2 

203 

71 

78 

374 

No.  of  Block  Control  Schemes 
carried  out 

- 

I 

■ 

I 

Disinfestation  of  Premises  : 

Wasps’  Nests  . . . . 68 

Beetles  . . . . . . 1 

Spiders  , . . . . . 2 

Earwigs  . . . . . . 1 

Bugs  . . . . . . 1 

Flies  . . . . . . 1 
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HOUSING 

Three  properties  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  the  Housing 
Act  1957  as  individual  unfit  dwellings.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in 
respect  of  two  houses,  and  upon  the  third  an  undertaking  not  to  re-let 
until  work  was  carried  out  to  render  it  fit  for  human  habitation,  was 
accepted. 

The  housing  standard  generally  throughout  the  district  is  good. 
Only  nine  houses  remain  as  unfit  properties  where  some  course  of  action 
is  still  required.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  this  is  a variable  factor  and  it 
is  most  improbable  that  at  any  time  could  the  district  be  said  to  be  free 
from  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation,  a position  which 
arises  from  natural  decay,  lack  of  repairs  and  improvement. 

This  position  has  been  reached  by  formal  action  as  shown  above 
under  the  1936  and  1957  Housing  Acts  over  past  years  in  conjunction 
with  the  Improvement  Grant  schemes,  particularly  discretionary  grants, 
operated  by  the  Council  since  1949. 

Encouragement  to  property  owners  throughout  the  district  to  repair 
and  improve  houses  with  grant-aid,  as  an  alternative  to  solving  the 
problem  of  unfit  housing  by  demolition  has  done  much  to  keep  alive  the 
more  rural  parts  of  the  area. 

Under  the  Housing  Act  1964,  which  came  into  operation  on  16th 
August  of  that  year,  for  the  first  time  gave  the  local  authority  power  for 
the  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings  to  provide  standard  amenities. 
In  this  connection,  it  is  fair  comment  to  say  that  the  procedure  set  out 
to  achieve  improvements  is  complicated  and  unwieldy. 

It  is  expected  that  a survey  of  groups  of  dwelling  houses  to  which 
the  Act  applies  will  be  made  in  1966. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949.  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENT  ACT,  1954. 
RENT  ACT,  1957.  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958. 
(SECTIONS  30—33).  HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1964. 

During  the  year  twenty-two  dwellings  were  improved  with  grant 
assistance.  These  works  included  in  each  case  the  installation  of  a bath- 
room, hot  and  cold  water  supply,  inside  W.C.  and  drainage  system. 
Where  it  was  necessary,  natural  lighting  was  also  improved. 

The  average  cost  per  house  of  carrying  out  improvement  works  as 
distinct  from  items  of  repair  amounted  to  1,3 12. 

The  total  number  of  houses  improved  under  this  scheme  is  480. 


(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  local  author- 
ity during  year 

Discretionary 

Grants 

9 

Standard 

Grants 

11 

(b) 

Applications  rejected  . . 

— 

— 

(c) 

Applications  withdrawn 

— 

— 

(d) 

Applications  approved  . . 

9 

11 

(e) 

Total  number  of  applications  approved 
in  the  area  since  inception  of  scheme 

480 
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STANDARD  GRANTS 

Under  the  Standard  Grant  scheme,  the  maximum  grant  available 
for  the  installation  of  five  amenities,  namely,  hot  water  system,  W.C., 
bath,  wash-hand  basin,  and  food  store  is  ;^155. 

In  certain  defined  circumstances  where  additional  works  are  necessary 
to  provide  a bathroom  by  building  a new  extension,  installing  a septic 
tank  where  main  drainage  is  not  available,  or  bringing  a piped  water 
supply  into  a dwelling  for  the  first  time,  the  grant  may  be  increased  to 
50%  of  the  cost  up  to  a maximum  of  ;^350. 

During  the  year  1 1 applications  were  approved,  bringing  the  total 
to  46. 

Six  Standard  Grants  were  completed  during  the  same  period. 


HOUSING  CONSOLIDATION  REGULATIONS  1925/32 
REGULATIONS  31 

1.  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . 9 

2.  No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  by  informal 

action  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  _ \\2 

3.  No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Council  with  a view  to  : — 

(a)  service  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  the  work . . — 

(b)  making  demolition  or  closing  orders  . . . . . . 3 

4.  No.  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works  . . — 

5.  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  . . — 

6.  No.  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  . . . . . . 2 

7.  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  accept- 

ed under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . 1 

8.  No.  of  houses  demolished  . , . , . , , , . . 2 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Until  this  year,  some  indication  of  atmospheric  pollution  had  been 
obtained  from  the  analysis  of  rainfall  collected  in  the  deposit  gauge 
sited  at  Brunswick  Village  and  subsequently  at  Heddon-on-the-Wall.  It 
was  realised  however  that,  useful  though  this  instrument  was,  it  had 
certain  limitations  in  that  it  was  only  possible  to  measure  deposited 
matter. 

Accordingly,  it  was  decided  to  instal  a volumetric  gauge  which 
filtered  a measured  quantity  of  air  each  day,  this  air  being  also  bubbled 
through  a solution  of  hydrogen  peroxide.  From  these  it  is  possible  to 
measure  accurately  the  two  serious  air  pollutants,  viz..  Smoke  and  Sulphur 
Dioxide.  The  apparatus  selected  was  a semi-automatic  smoke  and  S02 
sampler  which  functions  without  attention  for  seven  days.  This  was 
installed  at  the  Council  Offices  in  November  and  below  are  appended  the 
results  for  November  and  December  together  with  comparative  figures 
kindly  supplied  by  Newcastle  Corporation  and  Newburn  U.D.C. 

Monthly  results  are  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Technology  for 
inclusion  in  their  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution. 


SMOKE  and  S.0.2  AVERAGES 
(Microgrammes/cubic  metre) 


Smoke 

S.02 

Month 

Daily 

Maximum 

Daily 

Minimum 

Monthly 

Average 

Daily 

Maximum 

Daily 

Minimum 

Monthly 

Average 

Nov. 

227 

6 

70.4 

215 

17 

71.7 

Dec. 

265 

6 

74.5 

226 

22 

70.03 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  — 1965 
MONTHLY  AVERAGE 


Smoke 

S.C 

).2 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Ponteland 

70.4 

74.5 

71.7 

70.3 

Westerhope 

169 

225 

132 

155 

Kenton 

199 

206 

149 

154 

New  Bridge  St. 

198 

249 

226 

279 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
108.  Of  this  total,  19  premises  were  registered  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  registered  premises  receiving  a general  inspection  during  the 
course  of  the  year  was  94. 


Number  and  Type  of  Premises  Registered  : 


Class  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  insp- 
ected during  year 

Offices 

4 

23 

22 

Retail  Shops 
Wholesale  Shops 

13 

63 

55 

and  Wharehouses 
Catering  Establish- 
ments and 

2 

2 

Canteens  . . 

Fuel  Storage 

2 

19 

14 

Depots 

1 

1 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  : 


Class  of 

Work  Place 

Number  of 
Persons  Employed 

Offices 

174 

Retail  Shops  . . 

253 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

22 

Catering  Establishments 

150 

Canteens . . 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

3 

Total 

603 

Total  Males 

264 

Total  Females 

339 
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During  the  year  no  applications  were  received  for  exemptions  in 
respect  of  space,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities.  The  number  of  exemptions  current  at  the  end  of  the  year 
remained  at  nil. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  1965,  but  a number  of 
informal  notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

In  general,  it  could  be  said  that  the  inspection  of  the  registered 
premises  revealed  that  with  the  exception  of  items  such  as  thermometers, 
first-aid  equipment,  and  Abstract  of  the  Act,  the  premises  complied  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  as  time  allows  to  maintain  a regular 
inspection.  An  annual  report  is  required  by  the  factory  inspector  show- 
ing any  change  in  registered  premises,  number  of  visits  made,  contraven- 
tions of  the  Act,  and  details  of  action  taken  thereon. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  this  heading. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT  1963 

The  first  application  for  a licence  to  keep  a boarding  establishment 
for  animals  was  received  this  year. 

The  above  Act  is  designed  to  secure  certain  minimum  standards  for 
animal  comfort  and  safety  precautions.  These  include  suitable  accom- 
modation, adequate  supplies  of  food  and  drink,  and  facilities  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  among  animals.  Steps 
must  also  be  taken  to  protect  animals  in  case  of  fire  or  other  emergency. 

The  licence  in  this  case  was  granted. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT  1894 
GAME  ACT  1831  (LICENCE  TO  DEAL  IN  GAME) 

One  game  dealer’s  licence  was  issued  during  the  year.  This  allows 
the  holder  to  buy  game  from  any  person  so  authorised,  and  to  sell  it  from 
their  own  property  within  the  district. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 

Under  the  above  mentioned  Act,  one  licence  was  issued  during  the 
year  to  deal  in  scrap  metal. 
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FACTORIES  ACT 


There  are  78  factories  in  the  district.  The  following  tables  show  the 
number  of  inspections  and  defects  found  during  the  period  under  review 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
I,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties . . 

13 

39 

' (II)  Factories  not  included  in 
(I)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Au- 
thority 

65 

140 

(III)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers'  Premises) 

Total 

78 

179 

— 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  wei 

"e  found 

Particulars 

Referred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  OSences  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED— PRIVY  CONVERSIONS 

There  have  been  25  conversions  of  privies  to  the  water  carriage 
system  at  the  undermentioned  premises  carried  out  on  part  of  the  im- 
provement works  under  the  Housing  Acts  1949/64  ; — 

Frolic  Farm,  Capheaton. 

North  Trewick  Farm,  Belsay. 

Rose  Cottage,  North,  Stamfordham. 

,,  ,,  South, 

Ingoe  Mill,  Matfen. 

East  House,  Middle  Newham,  Belsay. 

1 Ridley  Cottages,  Stannington. 

4 

^ f } } f > * 

Middle  Cottage,  Woolsington. 

1 Shiney  Row,  Matfen. 

Woodside  Farm,  Ponteland. 

Tyne  View,  Ingoe. 

Hill  Croft,  ,, 

Percy  House, 

Shield  Green, 

Ivy  House,  ,, 

West  End,  ,, 

32,  North  Side,  Stamfordham. 

School  House,  Dalton. 

The  Tileries,  Belsay. 

Glen  View,  Ingoe. 

The  Folly,  Belsay. 

Services  Cottage,  Hiddlestone,  Smallburn,  Ponteland. 

15  Collingwood  Cottages,  Ponteland. 

2 Front  Street,  Whalton. 
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CONCLUSION 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman,  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  and  to  Dr.  H.  C.  T.  Smith,  I express  my  thanks  for 
the  support  rendered  me  throughout  the  year,  and  to  all  Chief  Officers 
and  Officers  for  their  co-operation. 

1 also  record  my  appreciation  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
the  duties  of  the  department  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  J.  Taylor, 
Deputy  C.P.H.I.,  Mr.  R.  Hardy,  Mr.  F.  W.  Higgins,  and  Mr.  A.  McLaren 
the  Rodent  Operator. 

The  clerical  work  of  the  department  proceeded  smoothly  in  the 
efficient  hands  of  Miss  M.  E.  Douglas,  and  her  assistant  Miss  A.  Pj^e. 

These  remarks  would  not  be  complete  without  recording  my  ap- 
preciation of  the  manner  in  which  the  Cleansing  Foreman,  Mr.  T.  Young- 
man,  dealt  with  the  difficulties  of  short  staff  due  to  the  abnormal  amount 
of  sickness  among  the  thirty-seven  men  employed  in  the  Cleansing 
Section  of  the  department. 


ERIC  WM.  STRACHAN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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